IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND the claims as follows: 

1 (ORIGINAL) A software reproduction apparatus for reproducing encrypted or non- 
encrypted software data received via an input route including a storage medium and by 
communications with a remote source, and for executing monetary charges accord.ng to the 
usage of the software comprising: , ha inmit 

signal processing means for performing unique signal processing based on the .nput 

route of the software data; and 

error processing means for conducting error processing based on the .nput route; 
input switchover means for selecting an input route, said input switchover means 

COmPriSm9: first switchover means for outputting encrypted and non-encrypted software data 

to said siqnal processing means and; 

second switchover means for receiving the output from said signal process^ 
m eans and directing (he output of said signai processing means to said error processing means; 

software management means for decoding encrypted software data and for manag,ng 
monetary charges according to the usage of the software data; 

L conversion means for converting decoded data ou.put.ed from sa,d software 
management means to output data offered to the user; and 

output route switchover means for receiving encrypted data from sa,d ,npu, sw,.chover 
means and outputting the encrypted data to said software management means, and for 
Ting non-elypted software data from said input switchover means and outputt,ng the no, 
encrypted software data to said data conversion section. 

• -2. (ORIGINAL) The software'reproduction apparatus of claim 1 further comprising: 
drive apparatus for installing a writable medium; 

writing means for writing on to said medium encrypted software data obta.ned from the 
said input route prior to its output to said software management means; and 
a means for reading encrypted software data written on said med.um. 

3 (ORIGINAL) The software reproduction apparatus of claim 1 wherein said error 
processing means is equipped with an error check code generation section for generating new 
error check codes corresponding to the said writable medium. 
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4. (ORIGINAL) A software reproduction apparatus for reproducing encrypted or non- 
encrypted software data received via an input route including a writable medium, a non-writable 
medium and by communications with a remote source, and for executing monetary charges 
according to the usage of the software, the software reproduction apparatus comprising: 

input switchover means for selecting an input route; 

software management means for decoding encrypted software data using key data from 
an external source and for managing monetary charges according to the usage of the software 
data; 

data conversion means for converting decoded data outputted from said software 
management means to output data offered to the user; and 

output route switchover means for receiving encrypted data from said input switchover 
means and outputting the encrypted data to said software management means, for receiving the 
non-encrypted software data from said input switchover means and outputting the non-encrypted 
software data to said data conversion means, and for outputting the encrypted software data to a 
writable medium. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The software reproduction apparatus of claim 4 further comprising: 
error management means equipped with an error check code generation section for 

generating new error check codes corresponding to the writable medium. 

6. (ORIGINAL) A software reproduction apparatus for reproducing encrypted or non- 
encrypted software data received via an input route including a storage medium and by 
communications with a remote source, and for executing monetary charges according to the 

usage of the software comprising: 

input switchover means for selecting an input route according to the type of medium or 

communications; 

software management means for decoding encrypted software data and for manag.ng 
monetary charges according to the usage of the software data; 

data conversion means for converting decoded data outputted from said software 
management means to output data for the user; 

output route switchover means for receiving encrypted data from said input switchover 
means and outputting the encrypted data to said software management means, and for 
receiving non-encrypted software data from said input switchover means and outputting the non- 
encrypted software data for said data conversion section; 
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drive apparatus for installing a writable medium; 

writing means for writing, on said medium, encrypted software data obtained from the 
said input route prior to the output of the encrypted software data to said software management 
means; and 

a means for reading encrypted software data written on said medium. 

7. (ORIGINAL) A software reproduction apparatus for reproducing encrypted or non- 
encrypted software data received via an input route including a storage medium and by 
communications with a remote source, and for executing monetary charges according to the 
usage of the software comprising: 

signal processing means for performing unique signal processing based on the input 

route of the software data; and 

error processing means for conducting error processing based on the input route; 

input switchover means for selecting an input route, said input switchover means 
comprising: 

first switchover means for outputting encrypted and non-encrypted software data 

to said signal processing means and; 

second switchover means for receiving the output from said signal processing 
means and directing the output of said signal processing means to said error processing means; 

software management means for decoding encrypted software data and for managing 
monetary charges according to the usage of the software data; 

data conversion means for converting decoded data outputted from said software 
management means to output data offered to the user; 

output route switchover means for receiving encrypted data from said input switchover 
means and outputting the encrypted data to said software management means, and for 
receiving non-encrypted software data from said input switchover means and outputting the non- 
encrypted software data to said data conversion section; 

drive apparatus for installing a writable medium; 

writing means for writing on said writable medium encrypted software data obtained from 
the said input route prior to its output to said software management means; and 
a means for reading encrypted software data written on said medium. 

ft (NEV\A An a pparatus comprising: 

di gital information reccing means for receiving digital information provided via a 
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communication medium; 

Hrix/g mgans for reading Hinital informati on from, and writing digital information to, a 

storage medium; 

cnfh,, a rp management means for decoding encrypted software data and for managing 
monetary charnes according to usage of th e decoded software data; 

information converting means for converting digital information received by said digital 
information recei ving means, digit a l information read hv said drive means, and software data 
ripcnded bv the software manage m ent means, into at least one of visible and audible data; 

c^itrh mpans for switching a one-wav conn ection between one of said digital information 
reiving means *"H said inform a tion inverting means said digital information receiving 
means and said HrivP means, sai d HrivP means and said information converting means, said 
digital information receiving mea n s and said software management means, and said drive 
means and said software managem ent means: and 

nnt pnttinn means, connected to said info rmation converting means, outputting the at 

least one of visible and audible data. 

q (N Fv\n The apparatus accordinn to claim 8. w herein said software management 

means comprises: 

Hftci pherino means 

for deciphering d ig ital information r eceived bv said digital information receiving 
means when the digital informa t ion is ciphered, and for providing the deciphered digital 
information to said information converting means for converting, and 

for deciphering digital informa t ion read bv said drive means when the digital 
information is cipherpd and for pr o VHino the deciphered digital information to said information 
onnvprting means for converting. 

m (NFV\A The apparatus accordin g to claim 9. wherein said software management 
moans further comprises: 

billing managing means 

for managing billi ng haspd on a uti lisation of the digital information received by 

said di gital information receivin g means, and 

for managing billing based on a u tilisation of the digital information read by said 

drive means. 
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n fMPW ) ThP apparatus adding to claim « wherein said information converting 

mpans comprises: 

pxtension means 

far ending digital information receive d h v sa i d digital in formation receiving 
mpans when said digital inf ormation is compressed, and 

for Pending said dig"*' information re ad h v said drive m eans when said digital 

information is compressed. 
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a (NFV\n The a p paratus accordi n g to claim 12. wherein said software manager 



comprises: 

a ripr.i pherino. device 

H Q .i phprinn digital infor m **™ received bv said digital information receiver when 

Hin ita. information H ph»™i ™" °™ idi ™ th ° rift " phered diqlta ' t0 
converter, and 

Hpri phPrino digital j p fnrmatinn read bv said drive device when the digital 
■■nation is cipher ^ and nmvidino the deciphered digital information to said converter. 
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14 (NEW) The apparatus according to claim 1 3. wherein s aid software manager further 

comprises: 

a billing manager 

managing billing based on a utilization of the d igital information received by said 

digital infor mation receiver, and 

managing billing based on a utilization of the digital information read by said drive 

device. 

15 (NEW) The apparatus according to claim 1 2. wherein said converter comprises: 
an extender 

lending digital information received bv sa id digital information receiver when 

said digital information is compressed, and 

extending said digital information read bv said drive device when said digital 

information is compressed. 

16 (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

a communication oath provi ding digital data: 
a storage medium storing digital data: 

a converter converting digital data i n to at least one of visible and audible data; 

a software manager decoding encrypt e d software data and managing monetary charges 
according to us a ge of the decod e d software data, the decoded software data being provided to 
the converter as digital data to be c onverted: 

a switch having 

a first switch position which connects digital da ta provided bv the communication 
path to the converter as a one-wa y connection s0 that the converter converts the digital data into 

at least one of visible and audible data, 

a second switch position which connects digital data read from the storage 
medium to the converter as a one- * ** connection so that the converter converts the digital data 
read from the storage medium into at leas t one of visible and audible data, 

a third switch position which connects digital da t a nmvided bv the communication 
path to the storage medium as a one-wav conne ction so that the digital data provided via the 
rnmmunication oath is stored in th e storage medium. 
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a fourth switch position which connects digital data provided by the 
.nmmnnir.ation oat h to the software ma nag er so that the software manager decodes encrypted 
cnfh^rp data in th e provided digital d a ** and the converter converts the decoded software data 
■n«n a t least one o f vi*iNe and audible and *° that the software manager manages 
monetary charo** aroordino to u sage of the decoded software data, and 

a fifth switch position which connec ts digital data read from the storage medium 
♦» the software man*ner so that the soft wa r e m anager decodes encrypted software data of the 
rafl H digital data anH the converter co m ™* the decoded software data into at least one of visible 
an d a .,dihle data, and *o that the soft i e manager manages monetary charges according to 

usage of the decoded so ftware data: and 

w r t H-iim connecte d to the converter, outw itti ng the at least one of visible and 

audible data. 

17 (NF\AA The apparatus accordin g to claim 16. wherein the software manager 

comprises: 

a deciphering device which. 

when the switch is in the frst switch po s i t i o n a n d the digit al data provided by the 
.nmmnnir.ation oath S phered deciphers the digital data before the dig ital data is provided to 
the converter, so that the converter re * **™ and converts the deciphered digital data, and, 
when the switch is in the second position and the digital data read from the 
ctnrane medium is S phered deciphers the Hinital data read from the storage medium before the 
dig ital data is proved to the conv e rter so that the converter receives and converts the 
deci phered digital data. 

ir (NFW) The apparatus according to claim 16. wherein the software manager 
comprises: 

~ Killin g meaner managing 0 ""™ hased on a utilization of digital data provided by the 
^mm,,ni.ati 0 n oa t h and managing billing based on a utilization of digital data read from the 
storage medium. 

iq (NF\Att The apparat us ar.r.ording to c laim 1ft wherein the converter comprises: 
,n bonder evtendino digit al data provided bv the communication path when the digital 

d.t a is compressed and extending digi ta l data read fr om the s torag e medium when digital data 

is compressed. 
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9P. (NEV\A An apparatus comprising: 

a communication path providi ng digital data: 

a storage medium storing digital data: 

a mnx/Prter converting digital data into a t least one of visible and audible data; 
a decoder decoding encryp ted digital data: 
a switch having 

a first switch configuration which when non-e nm/oted digital data is provided by 
thP communication nath. connects * h» Hiciital information provided by the communication path to 
the converter as a one-way connection withou t passing through the decoder so that the 
converter converts the digital data into at least one of visible and audible data, 

a second switch configuration which, when enc rypted digital data is provided by 
thP communication nath connects th e dinital information provided by the communication path to 
thP reverter anH tha decoder as * nns-wav connection so that the encrypted digital data is 
Hprnded bv the d^nriPr and then t h « tended digital data is converted by the converter into at 

least one of visible and audible data, 

a third switch configuration which, when non -encrvpted digital data is read from 
thP storage medium connects the d i gital data read from the storage medium to the converter as 
a one-wav connection without pas s ion through the decoder so that the converter converts the 
digital data into at least one of visible and audible data, 

a fourth switch configuration w h ich, when encrypted digital data is read from the 
storanP medium. ™nnpcts the digit a l Hata read from the storage medium to the converter and 
thP HPcoder as a nnP-wav conne c tion so that the encrypted digital data is decoded by the 
HPcodPr and then thP decoded digi t al riata is converted hv the converter into at least one of 

visible and audible data, and 

a fifth switch configuration which connects t hp digital data provided by the 
communication path to the storag e mpdium as a one-wav connection so that the digital data 
provided via the communication oath is stored in the storag e medium; 

an nnt put dpvice connect^ to the converte r out pnttino the at least one of visible and 

audible data: and 

a software manager managing monetary r .hames according tn usage of the encrypted 
digital data decoded by the decoder. 



91 . (NEW) A switch comprising: 
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g first switch position which connects digital data pr ovided bv a communication path to a 
reverter as a one-wav connection so that the c onverter converts the digital data into at least 

one of visible and audible data; 

a wnnri switch position which connects digital data read from a storage medium to the 
converter as a nne-wav connection so that the converter converts the digital data read from the 
storage medium into at least one of visib le and audible data; 

a thirH switch position which connects the digital data provided bv the communication 
path to the storage medium as a one-wav connec tion so that the digital data provided via the 
communication oath is st ored in the storage medium; 

a fourth switch position which connect s the digital data read from the storage medium to 
a software man ag er which decodes encrypted so ftware data in the read digital data and then 
provides the decoded software data to the conve rter to be converted into at least one of visible 
and audible data wherein the software mana g er manages monetary charges according to , 
usaoe of the decoded software data: and 

a fifth switch position which connects the dinital data provided by the communication path 
to thu software meaner which de c odes encrypted software data in the provided digital data and 
then provides th» decoded software data to the c o nverter to be con verted into at least one of 
visihle and audihle data, wherein the software ma naner manages monetary charges according 
to usage of the decoded software data; 

unrein an output device , connected to th e converter, outpi its the at least one of visible 

and audible data. 




as a nne-wav connrtinn so that the converter converts the digital data read from the storage 
medium into at least one o f visible and audible data; 

third m^ans for connecting the digital data p rovided bv the communication path to the 
storage medium as a one-wav c o nnection so that the digital data provided via the 
communication path is stored in the s torage medium; 

fourth mpans for connectin g digital data read from the storage medium to a software 
manager which de™H»s encrypted so ftware data in the read digital data and then provides the 
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h^hpH software da f m the inverter to be converted into at lea* one of visible and audible 
H Q , a wherein the so f ™^ ™naoer manages monetary charges according to usage of the 

decoded software data; 

fflu ^ e fnr r-onnecting the dig™ Hti» provided bv the communication path to the 
c^, ar « manager w^" decodes encrypt ed so f tware dat a in the provided digital data and then 
r „,iH»* the decode* data to the converter to be converted into at least one of vs.ble 

a nH a .,dihle data. wHorpin the software m anage r man ages monetary charges according to 

usage of the decoded soft ware data: and 

nrtr ^ . aa nc connected to th e ™™»rtr outouttina the at least one of visible and 

audible data. 



93 {NEV\n An ap paratus comprising: 

m ^ .^^.tion receiving me ans for receiving digital information provided via a 

communication medium; 

^ mfl onc for reading digital jnfarmtiori from, and writing digital information to, a 

stora ge medium: 

|nf , orti no means for *inn digital information received by sa.d d,fl,tal 

.^tinn receiving r -n. a nd digital information read by said drive means into at least one of 

visible and audible data; 

_ lftinr „ ^ a nomP nt means for d ecod in g encryp ted software data and for providing the 

HomHerl software * 'Q^rmation converting means to be converted into at least one of 

„ ic ,K,e a nd audible d e** ^ for managing monetary charges according to usage of the decoded 

software data; 

^ mQQ nc for switching a connection between one of said digital information 
ro ~K,inn means an * c a .H information converting means, said di g ital information receiving 
mosns and said dri "* ^ said drive means and sa id information converting means, sa.d 
H iq i « a . information r ~w™ means and said software management means, and said dnve 
means and said software m anagement means: 

m» a ns for selectin g ™e of said digital information received by said digital 
i^rm.tion receiving — « «nri said digital information read by said drive means and inputtinc 
«h« selected digita l ^formation to said inf o rm at i on conve rting means to obtain at least one of 
wcih.e and audibl e ^ nased on the s e l ected digital i nformation which is received from 

different types of digital information sources: and 

^pnHinn means connect e d to said information converting means , outputting the at 
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Ipast one of visible and audible data. 



pa {NE\M An ap paratus comprising: 

ir-ation medium provi ng P*tPrnal digital information in one direction; 

^rmat.nn receiving mea n* «« living digital information provided via the 

communication medium; 

rjrKiQ for reading diait a' information from, and writing digital information to. a 

storag e medium; 

|nf « prtino means for carting digital information into at least one of vs.ble 

and audible data; 

^ fr ..„~ man3 rmfl n( means for H pmriinc, encrypted software data and provd.ng the 
Hp.ndPd software d^ a. digital inform at i on to the in formation converting means, and for 
mana ging monetary <**r y* ^cording to ..sage of the decoded software data; 

^ . M nc for Pitching a c^npr-tion hetween one of said digital information 
living means and information con ve r ti n g means so that the information converting 
moanc .onvprts the d ^' Nation received hv the digital information receiving means, sa.d 
^ information n ^ "" said drive means, said drive means and said informat.on 

means so *»- caid information converting means converts the digital Information 
rpad h V the drive ™a"«, said digital information receiving means and said software 
ma n an pmpnt means software management means decodes software data in the 

^ information re * *"* ** ciiaitel information receiving means and said drive means and 
C a.H software manao e™nt mpans so that the software management means decodes software 
data in the digital information read bv the drive means; and 

».. v .Hin n mpans connecte d to said information converting means outputting the at 

least one of visible and audible data. 

ok fMFW ) ThP annaratus grmrriinn to claim 2 4 w herein s aid software management 

means comprises: 

dpci pherino means 

for HpH phPring digital i nformation rpceived hv said digital information receiving 
mpan* when the dig ™ i^rmation is ciphered and for providing the deciphered digital 
information to sai" information co p ying means for converting, and , 



12 



for deciphering digital information read bv said drive means when the digital 
information is ciphered, and for providing the d e ciphered digital information to said information 
converting means for converting. 

?fi (NEW"> The apparatus according to claim 25. wherein said software management 
means further comprises: 

billing managing means 

fnr managing billing based on a utilization of the digital i nformation received bv 

said digital information r eceiving means, and 

for managing billing based on a utilization o f the digital information read by said 

drive means. 

97 (NEV\n The apparatus according to claim 24. wherein s aid information converting 

means comprises: 

extension means 

for extending digital information received bv said digital information receiving 
means when said digital information is compressed, and 

for extending said digital information read bv said drive means when said digital 

information is compressed. 

28. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

a communication medium providing external digita l information in one direction; 
a di gital information receiver receiving digital information provided via the communication 
medium: 

a drive device reading digital information from , and writing information to, a storage 
medium: 

a software manager decoding encrypted software data, and managing monetary charges 
according to usage of the decoded so ftware data: 

a converter converting digital inform a tion received bv said digital information receiver, 
digital information read bv said drive device, and software data decoded by the software 
manager, into at least one of visible a nd audible data: 

a switch switching a connection between said dig ital information receiver and said 
converter, between said digital information rec eiver and said software manager, between said 
drive device and said software manager, betwee n said digital information receiver and said drive 
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device, and hetween said drive device and said converter: and 

gn out put device, connected to said converter, outpu ttina the at least one of visible and 

audible data. 

99 (NE\M The apparatus according to claim 28. wherein said software manager 

comprises: 

a deciphering device 

deciphering digital information received bv sa id digital information receiver when 
the digital information is ciphered and providing the deciphered digital information to said 
converter, and 

deciphering digital information read by said drive device when the digital 
information is c i phered, and providing the decip hered digital information to said converter. 

3P. (NFV\n The apparatus according to claim 29. wherein said software manager further 

comprises: 

a billing manager 

managing billing based on a utilization of the di gital information received by said 

digital information receiver, and 

managing billing based on a utilisation of the d i gital information read by said drive 

device. 

31 (NEVW The apparatus according to claim 2 8 wherein said converter comprises: 
an extender 

extending digital information received bv sa id digital information receiver when 

said digital information is compre ssed, and 

extending said digital information read bv said drive device when said digital 

information is compressed. 

32. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

a communication oath providing external d igital data in one direction; 
a storage medium storing digital data; 

a software manager decoding encrypt e d software data and managing monetary charges 
ar.r.ordino to usage of the deco ded software data; 

a reverter converting digital data into at least one of visible and audible data; 
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a switch having 

- w c^h position w h»nh connects digital data provided by the commun.cat.on 

r h. confer, the *~ averting the dinitnl rtih into at least one of visible and 

audible data. 

. c 0 .nnri switch positi on -hiri, connects digital data read from the storage 
te the ^ ^ ht averting the digital data read from the storage medium 

into at least on* of visible a nd audible data, 

„ Mr* citrh position wh'^ ^ digital <hh Provided hy the commun.cafon 
^ «n the storage m -*™ Hiatal data provided via the communication path being stored in 

the storage medium, 

g fourth switch portion which conne ^ dig ital data provided by the 

Nation path to <™~« *° ^ "«»™ 

Hata in digital da t* p™^ hv the communication path and provides the decoded 
Hata to the conv ex so that the converter converts the decoded software data ,nto at 
.no of visible an ' - ^ata wherein the software manager manages monetary charges 

ar.r.ordino to v **r> ""he decoded software data, and 

. f. fth switrh position w " -h ^nner.ts digital data read from the storage med.um 

cnftwar. manag e - w the software meaner decodes encrypted software data in 

h^, Hata read from - ^ medium and provides the decoded software data to the 

«~ sn that the c — *» decoded software data into at least one of v.s.b.e 

^ MI H.hH data, w h-'n th» software manager manages monetary charges according to 

..sa ge of the d arted software data; and 

in mrt r , ^ connected to the co n verter out puttinq the at least one of visible and 

audible data. 

„ fMPW ) The apparatus ■rmiriinn to claim 3? wherein the software manager 

comprises: 

a decipherin g device which, 

,,u an «h. cw ,t.h is in the fl~» position and the digital data provided by the 

^,^n oath is riph-r *~ ^ ^ ^ thP ««* 15 Pr ° Vid ; d t0 
^ inverter, so th * ^ receives and converts the deciphered digital data, and, 
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when the switch is in the second position and the digital data read from the 
storage medium is ciphered, deciphers the digital data read from the storag e medium before the 
digital data is provided to the converter, so that the converter receives and converts the 
deciphered digital data. 

34. (NEW) The apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the software manager 
comprises: 

a billing manager managing billing based on a utilization of digital data pro vided by the 
communication oath, and managing billing based on a utilization of digita l data read from the 
storage medium. 

35. (NEW) The apparatus according to claim 32, wherein the converter c omprises: 

an extender extending digital data provided bv the communicatio n oath when the digital 
data is compressed, and extending digital data read from the storage medium when digital data 
is compressed. 

36. (NEW) An apparatus comprising: 

a communication path providing external digital data in one direction; 
a storage medium storing digital data: 

a converter converting digital data into at least one of visible a nd audible data; 
a decoder decoding encrypted digital data; 

a software manager managing monetary charges according to usage of digital data 
decoded bv the decoder; 
a switch having 

a first switch configuration which, when non-encrypted digital data is provided bv 
the communication path, connects the digital information prov ided bv the communication path to 
the converter without passing through the decoder, the converter conve rting the digital data into 
at least one of visible and audible data, 

a second switch configuration which, when encrypted digital data is provided bv 
the communication path, connects the digital information provided bv th e communication path to 
the converter and the decoder, the encrypted digital data bein g decoded bv the decoder and 
then the decoded digital data being converted bv the converter into a t least one of visible and 
audible data, 
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a third switch configuration whic h , when non-encrypted digital data is read from 
th» storage medium ™nnects the d.g i^< "»t» read from the storage medium to the converter 
without nassina thro -g " the decoder, the co nv e r te r conve rting the digital data into at least one of 

visible and audible data, 

a fourth switch continuation which when encrypted digital data is read from the 
storage medium, cherts the digital d *^ read from the storage medium to the converter and 
in* decoder, the en^ed digital data heinn decoded bv the decoder and then the decoded 
dig ital data being carted bv the co P ^r into at least one of visible and audible data, and 

a fifth switch configuration which r.nnnects the digital data provided by the 
mmmnntartton oath the storage me d i um the digita l data provided via the communication 
path being stored in the s torage medium: and 

,„ ...f pnt dpuire connected to the converter, ontnutting the at least one of visible and 

audible data. 



37 (NE\M A switch comprising: 

. w citrh position which c nnnerts external digital data provided hy a communication 
pQ th m one direction ■ inverter that con ve r ts t h e digit al data into at least one of visible and 
audible data: 

„ c a . n nH cwitrh position whi ^h connects digital data read from a storage medium to the 
.onuPder the convener rnnvertina the d ig**' ™* read from the storage medium into at least 

one of visib le and audible data: 

. «k 8> h cntrh position which e v ents the digital data provided by the communication 
, a th to the storage medium the digital Hata provided via the communication path being stored in 
the storage medium: 

o fa.,rih c W itr.h nosition whic h rnnnects digital data read from the storage medium to a 
C nfh M are manager whirh decodes encrv nted so f tware d ata in the read digital data and then 
prowidPs the decod ed software data to th e inverter to be converted into at least one of vis.ble 
a nd audible data. ****** the software manager manages monetary charges according to 

usage of the decoded so ftware data: and 

. position which con s ents the digital data provided by the communication path 

m thp software manage w hioh decodes en c r ypted softwa re data in the provided digital data and 
thpn provides the Hooded software data to the converter to he converted into at least one of 
wicihiP and audibl e H.ta wherein the coftware manager manages monetary charges according , 
to usage of the decod ed software data: 
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», h or 0i n an n. .tn. ,t device, co unted to the converter, outputs the at least one of visible 
and audible data. 

3R (NRM An app aratus comprising: 

w moa n. far mnnectino e vt»mai digital data provided by a communication path in one 
nation to a convprtor that converts t h » Hinital data into at least one of visible and audible data; 

eamnH m Mns far connectiP i dig ital data read from a storage medium to the converter, 
thP converter converts the digital dat a r*ad from the storage medium into at least one of visible 
and audible data; 

ihirH moa nc far connecting fr« Hinital data provided by the communication path to the 
storage medium. th» Hi nital data pr o ^pd via the communication path being stored in the 
storage medium; 



far connecting dinital data read from the storage medium to a software 




audible data. 



3Q. (NRM An app aratus comprising: 

» ^mmnniratinn medium providing external dinital information in one direction; 
Higifi infarmatinn receiving for receiving digital information provided via the 

communication medium; 

Hri„o m » a n« far reading digi t *! information from and writing digital information to, a 

storage medium; 

g ^., Qro mananpmant means far dpr.nriing encrvnted software data and for managing 
monetary char g e according to usage of the decoded software data; 

i-w^tinn rnnvPrting mean s for inverting digital information received by said digital 
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information receiv in g means, digital information read bv said drive means and software data 
tended bv said software manage m ent means, into at least one of visible and audible data; 

witch means for switchi n g a connection between one of said digital information 
reiving means and said informa t ion converting means, said digital information receiving 
means and said drive means. s«id digital inform ation receiving means and said software 
management means said drive m e «"« «nri said software management means , and said drive 
means and said information conver ting means; 

starting means for selection one of said d igital information received by said digital 
information receiving means and aa H Hinital information read by said drive means and inputting 
the selected digital information to said informatio n converting means to obtain at least one of 
visible and audible data based o n the selected digital information, which is received from 
different types of digital information sources: and 

nnt pnttino means, connected to said info rmation converting means, outputtinq the at 

least one of visible and audible data. 

40 (NEW^ A switch comprising: 

a first switch position which conne d digital data provided by a communication path to a 
converter so that the converter con ^ rts the digital data into at least one of visible and audible 
data; 

a omriri switch position which connects dig ital data read from a storage medium to the 
converter so that thp converter co n ^rf* the digital data read from the storage medium into at 

least one of visible an d audible data; 

q third switch position which connects digital d ata provided bv the communication path to 
thP storage medium so that the dig ital data provided hv the communication path is stored in the 
storage medium; 

a fourth switch position which connects dig ital data read from the storage medium to a 
software manage which decode s «ncrvoted software data in the read digital data and then 
provides the decoded software d a ta to the converter to be converted into at least one of visible 
and audible data wherein the software manager manages mon etary charges according to 
usage of the decoded software data: and 

a fifth switch position which r-.onnpr.ts the digi t al data nrovided bv the communication path 
to the software meaner which dec o rs Pncrvpted software data in the provided digital data and 
thpn provides thp decoded softw a re data to the converter to be converted into at least one of 
v j 0 .K. Q onH a ..HihiP data wherei n th* software manager manages monetary charges according 
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to usage of the decoded software data. 



a\ (NEVNM An app aratus comprising: 

^o»c for mnn«rtino digital data provided bv a communication path to a converter so 
that thP converter cnnvprts the digital data into at least one nf visible and audible data; 

mfl onc fnr rnnnecting digital data read from a storage medium to the converter so that 
ih» reverter convert. thP digital data read from the storage medium into at least one of visible 
and audible data; 

mM nc fnr rnnnpctino digital data provided bv the communication path to the storage 
mPriium so that the dig ital data provide d h y the communication path is stored in the storage 
medium; 

mM nc fnr r-nnngcting digital data mad from the storage medium to a software manager 
^ir.h dPcndes encrypt software data in t h e r ead digital data and then provides the decoded 
cnftware data to th» ™nvprter to be c ™vertpd into at least one of visible and audible data, 
„ h prPin the softwar* manager manages mo n eta r y cha r g es ac cording to ..sage of the decoded 
software data: and 

fnr rnnnpctino digital Hata provided bv the communication path to the software 
ma nanpr which deco^ enr-.rvnted softw a r e data i n the pr ovided di gital data and then provides 
thp dPnoded software data to the conv erter to he conv erted into at least one of visible and 
g ,.dihiP data, wher ein thP software man age r m a n ages mone tar y charges according to usage of 
the decoded software data. 
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